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Mong all che ſects thec have troubled theChurchof 
Chriſt, chere is none that have heapr up ſuch a 
—— errours, — 2 ſuch a vexarious 
Rix for them in the worlds by ſubciliry,imporrunicy, 

flames and blood · hed, as the Papiſts have done. 

Where they dare do it, they cruclly torment and 

a bloodily murder theſe that are nor of their ertome 
Jus mind: Vea, irs part of their Religion to force all Chriſtian 
Princes to deſtroy us: and if they will not, to abſolve their ſub jedi 
fiom their allegiance, and deliver up their Countries ro « Papiſt chat 
vill deſtroy us. For this is the Deetee of ane ef their undoubred 
FCouncils, Later. ſub Iunoc. 3. Can. 3. And where they canadt or 
Aare nat do this, they are buſic day and night ro deceive 5 turning 
- themſelves into the ſhape of various Secte, and creeping in among 
both rich and poor, bur ſpecially anfinuaring inte Rulers and Com- 
manders, that may do them the greareſtſerviee when they are ſedu- 
Iced. And their ordinary way is to ſeek firſt rounſenle inen, t make 
them doubt of their former profeſſion, and bring chem into diſlike 
pith their Teachers, and ſo to win them over to themſelves! To 
which end, cheir common ery is: that we are of a new Religion: chat 
Ne are Herericks, that we are a ſmall party, and divided all to pieces 
- *Þmong our ſelves, and that we are but loſt in wandering & donfuſi- 
On, and all becauſe we have left the Church of _ which is he 
true Catholick Apoſtolick Church, and which all our fore · kathei i 
lived and dyed in, and which is the Center and Head of uniry; and 

Ihe only jadge of controverſies; for want of whoſe infallible deciſi- 
in, every man interpreting Scriptures as he pleaſes,and being a Pop 

o himſelf, we are fo many men, ſo many minds; and all our of: 

way, and ſhall never be right till werecurn to the Pope. Here! 4 

Fir and plauſible tale, chat may catch che ſimple, that know-gox * 


Mer che Church . and din hake thoſe tat aver 
Ss. | | 
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* A winding ſheet for Popery. { 
built upon the Rock. Like the words of the Harlor, Prov. 2. x5, tof fe 
& 5, 3:10 35 & + & 4 15>16--Toncalt paſſengers thas goright] f. 
e yrwbofo 5s fmplxer bim turn in fer J Ard 21.74 
10 nee, a deep pit, he that is abborred of tbeL ad 
cou 


| fall therets] For my part, 1 think he that would not fain knowf+ 
the chuch if he could, when ir is ſo lovely, and his ſal vation lyeth af : 
the wN is 5 then a mad 42 And if pe. find chat Pope- 
ry is the way o rs boldly Lay, Lwolld quickly ewa it, what“ 
ever it e Ip of I (Ho arched intof + 
their writings and courſes many a year, l am more and more cenf : 
dent, that for ys to turn ro Popery, is to turn from the will of God f 
from truth to extour, from the way of the Churches unity, to a ſecti \@ 
from ſafet j to exceeding danger; and from the way of duty to the 
way of fin. And of this I am now to give you my rcaſons: whercin|- : 
I vill promiſe you as before the Lord ro whom I am even going 
to give an account, tharl will not ſpeak againſt my conſcience, no Ji 
. wrire any ching but what I would write, if this were the laſt day I 
Had co live, as fer ought I know, ir may be; nor will I charge an .; 
thing on chem falſly,' bur undertake before any man breathing; tis 
prove our ot their own wricings or doings» that ix is theirs; theug - {1 
they dare not dum it᷑ all. to the ignorant. WE 2 
"Reaſon' 1. Poperycis 2 way of notorious Schiſm, and cherefore na 
the wa) of God. Papiſts are a very ſect : moſt deſtruQive to ch. t 
unity of the Catholick Church, of any ſect that 1 know of in th f. 
world. They delude the ſimple, that take their words, by telling} 
them that they are the Catholick Church, and that the Chriſtiaſ; >, 
world is of their minds, when the far greater part of the Chriſtiaa s þ 
in che world are ſtrangers or enemies to Popery. The Cbriſtian 3 
ulbiobis and ether parts ef Africh with all the Greeks, and ui b 
reſt in mand the Proteſtants and ochers in Europg, chat diſou s, 
chem, are far more then the Papiſts. And it is not long ago ſind} 1 
they were but a few, in [compariſon of the reſt of the Chriſtin” . 
world: and long after the Apoſtles daics, they were not known uf , « 
fl 
| 


on the face of the earth. When they were at the higheſt, they n 

ver had near one half of the Chriſtian world, under their governs. , 
ment. And yet they muſt needs, be the whole Catholick Church .}, 
When à part of the Church will needs be the whole, they ma . 
themſelves a ſe&. They tell us of the ſmallneſs of our Church 
the grearnels of theirs; but I muſt profeſs that the Church of R b 
is not big enough for me to be a member of. The true Chacholi 9 
Church conſifterh of all the Chriſſians in the world ; of which . |; 
Papiſts ate but aſorry corrupted part. That Church that pretend 
to be Catholick and the whole, and yet excludetk the far greater a 
better part of Chriſtians, is roo narrow for me. As the Anabapti , 
fays They are the Chureh; and other ſects lay, They are che Chur f  « 
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£ 
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; X 1 
o the Papiſts ſay, They are the Chweh e amd Adefiled piece 5 
right] ſwallow up the whole. As if the brainble ſhould be taken for all the 

14 vod; and che Oak and the Cedar muſt be no part: Or the Oven 
a or the Chimney muſt be all the houſe; or cverj Cabbin would be 
knowP the thip 3 or a dirty village would de the ' whole Common wealth. 
is well for the Papiſts if chey prove a ꝓart of the univerſal Church; 
for I am ſure they are Schiſmacical in pratending to be the 

a an 2 hn Arte 


Reaſon 2. InwhisSchiſmarical precencezrhe Papiſts ate nototiouſ- 


| [ly Sacrilegious, and would tob Chriſt of the greateſt part of his 
flock, and diſmember the far greateſt part of his body, that they 
may be taken to be che whole. Hath it coſt Chriſt ſo dear to pur- 
chaſe a peculiar people to himſelt ? Tit. 2. 14. Hath he purcha- 
ein ſed his Church wich his own blood, Acts 20. and now ſhall che ſons 
of men preſume to rob him of the greateſt part? Is his flock ſe 
F -lictle in all, and will cheſe preſumptueus Sectaries make it leſt? If 


you divide the world into thirty parts, accor ing to the judgment 


6: NF. : of the beſt Geographers, nineteen of them are Heathens, and fix are 
Mahomerans, and but five are Chriſtians,raking in all ſorts; and yet 
che Papiſts chat are not near half of cheſe five, would unchuich all 
che teſt; as if they envyed Chriſt the fruit of his blood-ſhed. 
d How would their King of Spain take it, if chey ſhould proclaim that 
ente far greater half of his Dominions are none of his ? If Chiiſt be 
ſie tender of evety. particular ſheep in his flock, that he laid down bis 


life for chem, and knows them by name, and none ſhall take them 


dut of his hand, and he that toucheth ihem doch touch the apple of 
his eye, John 10. 3, 1 5, 27, 28. Zech. 2.8. how then will he take ir 
| ar the Papiſts hands that would rob him of. che greateſt part? Bur 
bleſſed be Ged that jadgeth not as they. 1 | 


Rea ſan 3. Hercin alſo they ate guilty of moſt inhumane and un- 


reaſonablecruelty; in preſuming to damn the far greateſt part of 
the Church of Chriſt. If you are ſo ſtraightly charged as to a parti- 
aular man, Judge not that ou be not judged, ] Mat. J. I, 2. And fo 
1 - ſharply taken up, Ram 14.4 Lo art thou that judgeſt another mau: 


ſevantꝰto bis own maſterbe ſtandeth or 


falleth; J What then are they 
& of 


linke to hear that will judge to damnation che moſt and rhe_be! 
& the Church of God ? Perhaps the ignorant of chem _ ſay, chax 


All of them are net ſo uncharizable; this ir bur ſume. I an 


erz lf thou 


be nor af chis mind: thou art not a Papiſt : For this is eſſential wo 
chat which they call the Roman Catholic Exitb, to believe thar che 
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" -©xcbalick Cburch is only hole tharareſubj;R io the Pope 2s the 
Viear of Chriſt, and Governor of rh&whole;z and that our of 'this 
Church, xhus headed by the Pope, cher is no al vation. This is the 


ſoul of Popery : even as we believe chat our uf the true Univ erfa l 


o 
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Church that's headed by Chyiſt only, ckexe 's no [alyarion, 2 
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ritable a Doctrine, as that all the Chriſtian world are damned ſave 
your ſelves. Doſt thou believe this ar thy heart? If not, thou art 


Charity and thy deceivers have almoſt taught thee to caſt away the 
teaſon and the bowels of a man. BY 


| Reaſon 4. And, what a Proud and arrogaut way is this? for a de- 
they in Iſa 65.5.[ hich ſay, Stand by thy ſelf, come nat near to me 
for I am holyer then thau.JTo ſay,[[You are all damned Heretichs ſave 


mate the Church and cauſe of Chriſt, | 
Neaſon 5. And all this is done by them, againſt the very tenor o 
che Goſpel, and Covenant of Chriſt; as if it were not enough for 
them to contradict theScripture in ſmaller matters, unleſs they gain» 
lay the very Promiſe of life, and the Charter of the Saints, and 


Whoſoever believeth in Chriſt ſpall not periſh,but have everlaſting life, 
Joh 3. 15 16, 18. & 1. 12. John 17. 20,2 1522, 4. Acts 8. 37. & 


2 Theſ, 1. 10. John 16. 27. & 20,29. Heb. 4. 3. Mar. 16. 16. Ack. 
5. 14. John 3. 36. & 3. 24. & 6+ 35. 40, 47. & 7. 38. & 11:35, 
26. & 12.46. Acts 10.33. Ram. 3. 26. & 9. 33. I Fet. 2. 6. 1 7obn 
| 7 1, lo. John 14.21. 1 John 4. 7. An hundred texts might eaſi · 
Iy be cited, where God doth make the moſt peremptory pramiſes, 
chax all that believe in Chr iſt, and love him, and hope in him, ſhall 


make it an Article of their Faith, that no man ſhall be ſaved that 


believe in the Father, Sen and Holy Ghoſt, yet can he not be ſaved 
I he believe not in the Pope. No 


none have ſaviog Grace, that believe not in him. Wonderful 1 that 


muſt become of all thoſe Chriſtians that live many thouſand. miles 
from Him, and ſcarce ever heard of his names and know not whether 
ne be a man or a woman, or whether there be ſuch a place as Rome 
| che worlddMuſt. 

Fe i chen would nat Chriſt have once mentioned to - us 
This Article of gur Faith? Why would he never put it in the gcri- 
Pure, [He that obeyeth not the Pope ar Roman church, ſna/l be dun- 
: B42] Why was it never in the Churches Creed, [1 believe Hey 

pity 


- Pape, or Eblercb of Rome] as well af, LI believe in the Holy 
. varch 9 y þ . p 3 Fay a WP 3 1 * 77 _ : 
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13.39. & 16.31. Rom. 3. 22. & 4. 11, 24: & 10. 9. Gal. 3. 22. 


be ſaved. And yet as if it were in defiance of che Goſpel, the Papiſts 


_ i if thou bave but che heart of a man, much more of à Chri- 
Nan in thy bre aſt, chou ſhouldeſt not eaſily believe ſo bloody uncha- 


not of the Roman faith : And if thou do, thou haſt Hitle Chriſtian 


fle piece of the Catholick Church to ſay, We ate the whole ? as | 


vt, aud we only are tbe church: ſuch horrible Pride doth not ani- 


the foundation of our hopes. For it is the ſcope of this Goſpel, that 


becomes nor a ſubje& of the Pope of Nome. Let him believe in | 
Chriſt, and love Chriſt, and hepe in Chriſt never ſo much; let him | 


| | | ; e will ſave him; no degree 
of holineſs will ſave him, that believeth not in the Pope: or at leaſt, 


ir Mould be poſſible for Chriſtians, for nien to be thus beſorred?whar } 


they therefore be all damned;as being out of the 


Reaſon | + 


—— 
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Reaſon 6. Motcover the Papiſts cauſe is plainly carnal, being all 
reſolved into a carnal intereſt,and maintained by t. The main que- 
ſtion between uss is, Whether the Pope muſt govern all the Chriſtian 
world, and all perſons muſt obey him upon pain of damnation: And 


what is this but to exalt a worm, and lay the Kingdom of Chriſt up- 


on his ſhoulders ? If che queſtion were, Whether we ſhould be Ho- 
ly or prophane ? ebey Chriſt or diſobey him? we would be aſham- 
ed to be behind them? But when all this ſtir is to ſet up one Ciry 


to be the Miſtris of the world, and one man to be the head of the 


Church, and this without Chriſt and againſt him? what can we 


think, but that ambitien makes this Lucifer mad? 


. Reaſon 7. Moreover, the way of Popery is againſt Chriſtianity, 
and ſhakerh the very goa gh it, and 4 the world 3 
— þ by building their faich upon an uncertain ground, yea on 
2 ground that is certainly falſe. For according to the Papiſts, we 
cannot know the Chriſtian Doctrine to be true, nor Seripture to be 
the Word of God, but on the authority of the Pepe or Church ? 


And its as clear as the light, that no man can know that the Pope or 


Roman Church hath any ſuch authority, till they know the Doctrine 
af Chriſt to be true, by which they claim it (nor then neither) 
Who ean tell that the Pope or Church of Rome is to be credited, 


more then any other Church or perſon, till he find ſome ſuch thing 


in the Word of God ? (which is not there.) And if chey do find 
it there, rhey cannot believe ir, becauſe they receive ir not on the 
authoriry of the Church. So char if you will be a Papiſt, you muſt 
hold that the Doctrine of Faith is not to be received, but on the 
authority of the Roma Church; and yet that the authority of the 
Roman Church cannot be known bur by the DoQrine of Faith (as 


» ſome ſay) Or elſe we muſt ſtay till they prove it by Miracles, as 


the Apoſtles did (as others ſay.) | 
Reaſon 8. Moreover, this Cauſe and this Church is a novelty 


and lace invention; a thing ynknown to the Primitive Church: 
and therefere it cannot be of God. And yet they are ſo ſhameleſs, 
nas to call their opinions the old Religion, and to perſwade the ſim- 
ple that we are an upſtart generation, and that our Church is but of 
two or three hundred years ſtanding, becauſe we have forſaken rhe 


Roman novelties, and ate turned back to the Primitive Antiquitye 


For our parts, we ſay, and ſay again, Let him be the ſcorn of the 
Churches, that believeth any Catholick Church, chat is leſs then 


ſixteen hundred years of continuance ] And, Let him he counted 2 
man of no Religion chat is of a Religion that is leſs then ſixreen 


hundred years old + And what can he expect, but ro [be accurſk of 
* -. God, chat believeth any Goſpel of leſs then ſixteen hundred yeals 
- continuance, Gal. 1. 8, 9. Let us go to the Goſpel, the Records of - 
Antiquity, and ſee there wherber our Religion or their _— 
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 "*qheelder; and let che oldeſt corry it withourconradiRion;, When 


find you that Feraſalem; corim h, Galatia, Philippizand all, and am 


* 


© Pope miſt fave us.) Where read ydu that any Apoſtle did dired 


men to receive the Chriſtian Faich upon the Credit of the Church! 
of Rome > Or, When did Paul, or Barnabat, or any Preacher tell the | 


people, [You muſt believe in Peter, or in the church of Rome, before 
yen tan believe in Ch/iſt;] Or, ¶ Teu muſt believe the C hriſtian Do- 


trine on th! ere dit of the Church; ] Or, | That Church is made. the 


judge of all Controverſies.] O how many Sermons have we of tlie 
- Apoſtles and the Fathers, for many hundred years after, and never 
| =P word in them ? How many Nations and ſouls converted, and 
never ſuch an argument uſed with them? How many controverſies! 


hotly debated, and never ſuch a remedy propounded? The Romiſh | 


Dominion was then unknoun. 

Reaſos 9. Moreover, their Proceſfion is much made up of meer. 
contradictions, and the ſubjects of the Pope are ſworn to theſe cen · 
tradictions (at leaſt thoſe in Orders :) By che Trent Confeſſion, 


they are to ſWeax that [ They will never tate, aud interpret Scripruve, | 


but arcording to the unanimous conſent of the Fathers. ] And yet they 


d, was then commanded to obey: rhe Churchifh:. 
Rome 7 or that ever ſhe was called the Miſtris of all Churches, el 
tte Univerſal Church. Then Rome was but a particular Church like! 
the teſt, and now forſooth it is become the Miſtris, and Cacholiexl 
Church, without obedierce to which, there is no ſalvation, (if the} 


a * 


ſwe ir in the ſame Oath to many particulars which the Fathers were 
againſt, and many which they never unanimouſly conſented in': F 


They either know not u hat the Fathers hold, or elſe they know that 


' chere's bur a {mall part of rhe Scriptures or at leaſt far from all, 
chat the Fathers do interprgr with unanimous conſent. And there is |; 
not one of a hundred or aihoufand of them, that knows what the 
Fathers do unanirwully conſent in and What not; their volumns | 
being ſo many and ſo great, and time ſo ſhort, and moſt ſo idle, 6c} 
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- necefiarily diverted; In abundance of Texts the Fathers differ | 
among themſelves: And here the ſwearers do bind themſelves ne- 
ver to interpret thoſe Scriptures at all, till a Meſſenger from heaven 
ſhall tell them what the Fathers are agreed on ſince their death“ 
They are ſworn alſo to embrace the ſence of their Church: whereas | * 
ce Fathers and their Church do frequently diſagree 2 They ate 
J. orn to [all things deliuęred, defined and declared ly the Canon, 
ud OecumenicalConncils,end this without do ubting JO ſtrong faich ! 
hen even mens faith in Chriſt himſelf is oft tnixt with ſuch doubt 
ing, that we muſt pray,[ Lo d, increaſe our Faith; I believe, belp ] 
unlelieſ] Yea, there is not one of a multitude of them that kn] 
hat all cheſe Canons or Councils do contain. Vea, when theſe Þ 
ana and Congcilsgo frequently contradict cach other; and y@F tb 
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ben they are ſworn to believe them all: The Council at Conſinnce de- 
any ereed chat a General Council is above the Pope, and the Council of 
hifÞ' Beſt did ſecond them; hut che Council of the Lagerane undei fulines,; 
et and Leo 10, decree that the Pope is above a General Council, The | 
like Council of Trext doth add to the Canon of Scripture contrary to the 


liek}. Council af Laodicea, and [Carthage 3. and 1 at chis day 
the} go contrary 10 the current judgement of the Church, in adding the 
re Apecryphal Books to the Canon, Abundance more of theit centra- 
ich dictions may be ſhown, © | | 80 
che Reaſon 16. Moreover, Popery is an uncertain Profeſſion, both 
for the foundation, and the matter of it, the ſenſe and the perfeRi- 
Do- en. No man can fully tell what it is, or when he hath ir, and when 
the he hach it not. For the foundation of it, their Councils and Nations 
the | ate yet diſagreed, whethet the Pope or General Council be the chief, 
ver} and which muſt be followed when they diſagrees and which is the 
and] infallible Judge of Controverſies, And for the matter, how few in 
fie} the world can tell whar is in all the Canons, and Councils, and Pa- 
nim] thers, and what is their ſenſe: and abundance other uncertainties 
have fully manifeſted in my Book againſt Popery, Piſp. 2. & 3. 
neer} And for the very Articles of faith, I have there ſhewed: that they 
cen · are till to them uncerta in, whether they have yet all or not: be- 
ion; - cauſe that the Pepe may make thoſe to be points ef faith, as to the 
ure, people, that were not fo before; and ſo he may encreaſe them, who 
they knows how much? Every time that the Pope determines a Centro- 
verſie, he makes us a new Article of faith: As he lately did againſt 
the Fanſenians: And how many hundred controverſies are yet to he 
{ determined, and conſequently ſo many Articles co be ad- 
ned? | 
54+ Reaſon 11. Moreover, Popery is a humane faith, and not a Di- 
vine: It leadeth us but to man, and botrometh us en man: and 
therefore leaveth us ſhort of God. They muſt firſt believe the Chri- 
'F ftian Doctrine and truth of Scripture, en the authority of the Pope, 
iffer [ or Church; and then they muſt rake the meaning of every word of 
_ Scripture upon the credit of the Roman Church and Fathers. So 
aven that the very upſhot of all heir Religion, is, They believe the Scri- 
zath. | pcure ro be the Word of God, and Chriſt to be the Son of God, be- 
| Cauſe the Church of Rome doth tell · them ſo. And bow know they 
that this Chureh is Infallible ? Becauſe they ſay ſo themſelv:s, or 
zont, | becauſe the Scripture ſaith they are infallible (but who: knows 
icht where) But which is the infallible Church of Nome? The Pope, 
tf ſaith one : 4 Council faith another: 4 Council confirmed by a 
& Pope, ſaith a third. And how knows the werld that theſe are the 
acts of the Pope, and that he confirmed the Council > Becauſe ſuch 
Cardinal, or our Pariſh Frieſt, or a Jeſuit ſaith ſe. And here it 8 
Src people aro beſet Tine foo: 
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and Chriſt only be our Head. 


$: & Winding fret: for: Popery. 
Fes 12: Popery ſers ups H: ad for the Univerſal Church chat 
cannot poſſi oy govern it, and a Center for the Church in which ir 
cannot Ay unite : And fo it ig but a ticular Head, and a name 
ani ſadom good fer nothing but to divide and vex the ſervants of 
God bur the Unicing and Ruling of chem, which is ſo much pre- 
ended to, is x flat im poſſibility. It is not morally poſſible to bring 
Ache Chriſtian world, ro be of the Popiſh opinion herein, it being 
2 point chat is ſo void of cogent evidence from Scripture and Rea- 
ſon, that they are both againſt ic. It is naturally impoſſible for the 
Pope ot Rome ro be che faithful Governor of all che world; if they 
would conſeat. How many years muſt they be travelling or ſailing 
to Roms from rhe” Antipodecor ocher remote parts of the earthꝰ Moſt 
of them that lad enuſes of appeal to the Pope, would either be 
drowned:ar Sea, or deſtroyed by enemies in the paſſ er or ſpent 
withittavel ob Navigation; or waſted with age through the lengrh 
of their journey: And when they come to him, how inſufficient 


would the poor man be, to decide all their matter? How many | 


thouſand would be waiting every hour at his Holineſs doors ? when | 
he hach leifure bur fot = few. How long would it be from che begin- 
ning of '@conrroverſie to the end, by chat time theſe poor men had 
travelled back agata ſo many thouſand miles > And when all the 


Princes of a great part of rhe world, are uſually in wars; will | 


they give their ſabjects {cave to travail ſo far? and that where the 
Prince as an enemy to Chriſtianity, as the Turk is? Or would the 
Princes that he is in war with, give leave to his ſubjects, to paſs | 
through their Dominions ? Let us ſee firſt how well an Univerſal 
Monarch would rule the world by Civil Government, (chough 
yet that is more cafic) before a ſpiritual Monarch be fer 
aſs - 2, 

Reaſon 13. And worſt of all, this falſe pretended Head and Cen- 
ter of che Churches Unity, doth make our Concord Impoliibic cill 
this Head be raken down. The Papiſts ace the greateſt hinderers of | 
the Unity and Concerd of Chriſtians, 1 am confidently perſwaded [ 
in all the world! And yer all this miſchief is done to the Church 


Sa &© a nd ua coo . 


under the pretence of Unity and Concord. What if a ſubject ſhould | ? 


ſer up himſelf in Ireland or Scotland, and ſay, The Prince is abſent, 
and I amhis Deputy, and all ate Rebells that unice not. in me ? 


Could there be a greater hinderer of Unity then chis man? For all 80 


that ſubmit to him are Rebellsʒ and all that do not he will endeavor 
co oppreſs: Sis it with the Pope. If we unite in him, we hazard 


2 breaking off from Chtiſt; at leaſt/ ir is ſuch a fins that the Chri- | 


tian world will never venture on: and if we refuſe it, rhe papiſts 


proclaim us Hereticks, and will haye no peace with us, So that the F* 6 
Church will never have Concord, rill this falſe Head be raken offs 1 — 


/ o 
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A winding ſbeet for Popery. -9 
Reaſon 14. Morcever, the Papiſts are at ſuch difference among 
themſelves, chat its little encouragement to us to joyn with . 
They differ in many hundred points, as the writings of tle Sel 
men, the Thomiſts, and Scotiſts, and Ockamiſts, rhe Dominicans, 
prancſſcans, and Jeſuites, and ether diviſions among them d de- 
clare. If you ſay, This is not in peints of faith. I anfivers 


1. That is as pleaſes the Pope or R man Church, who may make them 7 
points of faith at pleaſure. 2. The teaſon why the Pope deretmin- 


erh them not, is much beeauſe his Diſciples are diſagreed about 
them. 3. They differ in rheir great fundamental it ſelf, even the 
ſeat of Supremacy and ;nfallibifiry, one part telling us it is the 
Pope, and the other that it is a General Council. This ene differ- 
ence ſurmounteth all the differences of the Reformed Churches, if 
they were ſer together. Forſooth, we cannot be Chriſtians, nor know 
the Scri ptures to be the word of God, but on the Authority of the 
Church; And when we come to know what the Church is, in Spain 


and Itai its one thing, and in Frexce another. 


Reaſon 15. Morcover; the way of Popery is a way of rater delu- 
ſion, and vain oftenration. They adyznce the Pope to be the final 
Jadge of Controverſies (or a General Council, as othefs) and 
whenthey have done, they are never the nearer an end of chem. 


He ſeeth many hundred Contwoverſics among them, and dare not 


ſpeak a word to determine them. The Church of Rome is the true 


expounder of the Scriptures: and yet many hundred differences arc 


known to be among their own Expoſitors, and many hundred Texts 


cat the people underſtand not, and yet this Oracle will nor ſpeak; 


this Judge is as dumb as a ſiſn, and leaves us all in as much doubts 
and ignorance, and contention, as if we had no Judge. So chat 
all the importunity in the worl cannot open his mouth : And yer 
he learnedly inveighs againſt the Proteſtants that have no Judge of 
Conttoverſit s. What is it to make fools of men if this be not ? 
Reaſon 16. And what a caſe do the Papiſts put the Univerſal 
Church into, when our faith and the detiſion of our doubrs muſt 
depend upon ſuch a man as abundance of their Popes have been 2? 


Mam of their own writers call them no better then Apoſtates, 
| Herericks, Murderers, Adulterers, Sodemites, Con jurers; and ſuch 
Were the Heads of the Catholick Church, a long time together. 
know the filly people are told by their lyars, that all this is Iyes © 


t let them pur it to the tryal if they dare, whether 1 will not as 


d- fully / proye it out of their own writingx, 2s that ever King William 
| 83 alive in England? And ate condemned Hereticks, and devil iſſi 

Marderers and Adulterers likely ro be the infallible Judges of all 

4 Controverſies 2 25 | 

4 Rafe 17. And many a time they have had two, and three, and ſome- 

be tour Popes at once, ſo that no man knew which was the P 


—— 
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20 — 4 Winding ſheet For. Popery. 

And v 
tinued in by force, and from him is the ſucce ſſion: And yer are theſe 
Seim Peters ſucceſſoum ? | > 
_.  Reaſon-18. Moreover, Popery is a way of darkneſs: They flie the 
Ain, like Bars and Owls ; and therefore it cannot be of God. 
Their - prayers.and praiſes of God are performed in a tongue 


people underſtand not. Their writers call ir the Original 


ef all Hereſies to tranſlate the Scriprure into a known tongue. And 


no theꝝ are forced at laſt co do it themſelves, they diſſwade the 
comm on people from che reading of it. Vea they ſuffer na man to 


read ſuch a tranſlated Bible, but by a Licenſe from the Ordinary, 
which any man may know is not ordinarily granted, in their own 
. Many a man have they burnt to aſhes, fox read ing rhe 
Nible in a known 7 2 And how much they befriend the peoples 
Ignorance in many other wales, their writings and ſad experience 
cell us. 1 178 


preſume to contradi the very Word,,of God: Paul hach written a 
whole Chapter, t Car. 14. againſt publick pray ing or prophecying in 
an unknown tongue e And yer they will uſe its, and make · che. filly 


* Reaſon 19. Tea, their profeſſion is Contrary to che ligbe 2 They 1 


1＋ 


many and many times, is the ne of Images forbidden? 
And yet they will uſe them, ſaj Go 


hath Chriſt inſtiented the Lords Supper in both kinds, and how ofc | 


ĩs it recited ? and they confeſe it wat lo uſed by the ancient Church, 
for 0a an hundred years, And yet they will preſume to alter all 
and to forbid the Cup, even becauſe they will do ir. Abundance of 
ſuch inſtances may be given of their contradicting Sctipiutes. 

EKeaſon 20. Lea, Popery fightech with ſenſe and reaſon, and would 
male men not only mad, but ſenſleſs. For upon pain of damnation, 


we muſt believe that the Bread in che Sacrament is no Bread, and 


Ache Wins js no Wine: My eye, and my rſt 3 20dny feeling | 


cell me that it is Bread and Wine, and if I know not Bread ani 
Wine when I ſee ir, and touch it, and taſte it, then I muſt be mad gc 
ſenſleſs: And then ho, can L tell that I know any ching at all? And 
yet muſt I be here burnt at the ſtake, and hercafrer burnt in Hell 
for ever, if Papiſts be my Judges, unleſs I will believe that the ſub- 
Nange of che Bread and wine is turned inte the ſubſtance of che 
body and blood ef Chriſt, and that there is now the colour, and ſmell, 
and taſte, and quantity of Bread and W-'ine, without Bread & Wine: 
The clour which I ſee, and the taſte which I reliſh, are the colour 
and taſte, Of what ? Of nothing. Not of Bread and Wine. For 


. 


1 


people believe, chat Paul meaneth no ſuch marcer.as he ſpeaks. Hou 
what he will. How plainly 


ben Eugeniut was depoſed by a General Council; yer he con. 


þ 


— 


how there's no ſach ching · Not of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; 
for that they deny, and well they may. Se that if I know bread and 


a * 
4 


wine whed I ſce, and feel, and caſts chem; then do] know that Pop 


\ x ! . 
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= | pery is a deceit: And if 1 de not, then I know nothing. Forif ſenſe 
; deceive us, all deceives us. Moreover it is againſt the knowledge ind 
experience of our on hearts, Popery tells you that none are ſaved 


the et have Charity but Papiſts, becauſe forſooth they are all out of the 


og. | | Church. Here then is an Argument which Chriftiehehiavein'thetr 
258 breaſts, that all che Papiſts on eatth canndt anſwer. Loot Whit d- 
* ꝑree of aſſurance you have that yon bive ' Charity: or 4 — 
1 Grace, and ſo much aſſurance you ha ve that Fopery is 4 Heat 
— | which would perſwade you that none hade Charity but Papiſty 
4 any ſtand not to this cenſure, he ib noPipiſts-For i A 'Proteltang 
may have Charity, and be ſaved, then the Church of Name is not 
the whole Carholick Church. Yea if you know any Proteſtant on 


the | earth that you are perſwaded is a true Chriſtian; you muſt needs be 
"ig as much perſwaded that Popery'is falſe. In the mean time remem 
O 1y honeſt man turn Papiſt ; nor can they deſire any fuch to turn. 
hey + tbar every man that hath ſaving trace: is ſure. | Ws 
* Reaſon 21. Popery deth too much befriend ungodl ineſo, to be the 
"" | «way of God, It is fitted te build up the Kingdom of darkneſa. 


= 


ber this ro their credit, that by their own confeſſion never did a'godd 
90 


Fl [ Knowledge, I have toucht before. 2. They make people believe thar 
many of their ſins are but venial, and properly no ſins, againſt no 


- 


Law, and do not ſo. much as deſerve datnation; and therefore they 
need no Saviour, nor pardon of that puniſnment. 3. Concupiſcence 
which inclineth men to all actual ſin, hey tell them is no fin in the 
all Baptized, but before it is. 4- Their "_ trame and coutſe of devo- 
| tion is ſo formal, that a man would wonder that rational men could 
approve of it. Such a multitude of ceremonics and hiſtrionical acti. 
vl ons and inventions of men, do they chinł ro ſerve. God with, that 
one would think they could not make themſelves believe that rhg 
moſt wiſe and holy God will regard them. See my Book againſt Po- 
i... perry, pag. 162, 163. It is againſt the nature of a ſpititual man, to 
an dhinke ſuch a ſervice ſutable ro God, which is liker a Stage; pla 
or a Morrice dance. But the Maſs bites not; the profane are ell 


_ | <enoughpleaſed with this. We find the worſe our people: are, the 
Hell ;Proner are they to ſuch formalities. "IS rk 

ſab | Reaſon 22. And indeed the iſſue of their way, doth frighten me, 
the} From it. I find none of ours ſo prone to turn to them as the meſt un- 
"ell, godly. I bope well of many among them, bur I never had the wo 
ine; pinels ro meet with a heavenly experienced Chriſtianz that would 
wv ſpeak feelingly of the work of the Spirit upon their ſouls, | 

For them all. And almoſt all that ever I was acquainted with, were ex- 
2 eeeding ignorant. Many ot them of no Religion at all; not know= 


ing who Chriſt is, nor very little that a Chriſtian ſhould know: 
Ard many of thoſe few that e among us, are of ſcandalous, care 
e | 125 leſs 


1 1 


- x. How it befrienderh ignorance, and fighiteth againſt the means ot 


„ . 


lives: ant few have any better then a formal wordy kind of 
ligionlnels 3 to ſay ſo many prayers, and obſerve ſuch hours and 
Asics, and the like. Look among the common ſort of the Papiſts, 
and impartially compare their Churches with ours, and ſee whether 
there be any compariſon go be made in the holineks of the profeſſors | 
At Mons it ſelf, the ſear of his Holineſs, they have large revenues 
to the Church for the — ey a permitting of whore-heuſes. 

.  Reaſox 23. And I confels: 


| Lice nor how they can be excuſed from 
Idelatry in worſhipping che creature wich a Divine worſhip, They 
Frſt callithe conſecrared Bread, the very Heſh of Chriſt ir ſelf, and 
their Lerd God; and then they worſhip it as God, and carry it 
abroad in proceſſion to that end, and command all to worſhip ic with 
Divine worſhip on pain of Damnation. To pals by their praying to 
Saints and Angels, and the Idolatrous expreſſions that many of their 
, =wrirers do uſe of the Virgin Mary, and their ſetting one Saint or 
#thcreo almoſt all rhe offices in the world, and filling the world 
with moſt ridiculous lying ſtories in their Legends, even to che re- 
moach and diſhonour of Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
Neaſon 2.4 Aud it is not likely cheir way ſhould be of God which 
muſt be carried on by ſuch ungodly means as it is. O the ctuelty 
that they have exerciſed in the world; che ſtreams of precious blood 
&bat they have ſhed; the bonefires that they have made of holy 
ons, when they had firſt perſwaded the world that rhey were the 
Aervants of che Devil; and continue to ſlander and blaſpheme rhem 
anhen they are dead! And when we diſcover to the people the moſt 
— — their miſdomgs, they make them believe that all chat 
ve ſay are lies, If their cauſe were Gods, it needed not ſuch ſup- 
FKeaſen 25. And their Doctrine leadeth nor to ſettle the ſoul in a 
imable well - grounded peace: bor they lead men fe much to their 
dun works, and ma ke ſo light of pardon and recanciliarſon by the 


|  bloodof Chriſt; and lead men ſo much to cetemonies, and deny 


them aſſurance of Juſtificarion or Salvation, when they have done 
all, and then defign them aue flames of Purgarory when they 
dic, (unleſs che Pope will be ſo charitable as to eaſe them) that 
there is little ſetled Peace of Conſcience to be hoped for that 
WAy. - | | . e 

- Reeſm 26. And though their errours are ſo many and ſo great, 
chat moſt Proteſtants rake the Pope to be rhe Antichriſt, yer ate 
they ſo arrogant as to pretend to perfection; as the Qlakers do: 
Yea to a double perfection? Nor only to be perfect without any 
fin (bur venial, which is none) but alſo to be perfect by works of 
fupererogarion, and better then ever God Commanded them to 


Reaſon 27. And to make all remcdilgſs, their Church is ſaid o 


Fg 


vpe lafallible; and fo we muſt never ho 


ws 


that they ſhould repenr of 

any errour thar ever they incurr ? for then they (honld give away _ 
cheir infallibiliry. So that there is no other cure for them, but by 
ceaſing to be Papiſts; as there is no peace to be expected from them 
tothe Church) bur by che depoſing their pretended Univerſal Head, 
the Romas Pope. | 


Reafon 28. And to make all deſperate, and open the door to other - | | 


errours, they have added all rhe Apochry phal Books to the Canon 
of rhe Holy Scriptures, contrary to the Council of Laodicea, and 


| - the conſent of many ages of the antient Church, as Doctor Coſt 


hath fully ſkewed, and Pr. Reynolds, and many others before 
him. 
Reaſon 29. Lea they have added Tradition it ſelff, to be received 


- [with equal pious affection, and reverence ] wich the holy Scriptures? 


Concil. Trident. Seh. 2: And this Tradition muſt remain unknown 
to others, and unproved, and we muſt take their words for it, when 
chey have thus equalled ic with the Word of God, corrupting thus 
the fountain of faith. | 

Neaſon 30. And when the Pope hath done this miſchicf to rhe 
world, they fay, that no power on earth can judge him; Though 
General Councils have depoſed many, and Bellarmine confeſſeth in 
the caſe of Marcellinus, that they may declare an Infidel Pope to 
be out of che Church, and that the Church may bear araw againft 
the Pope when he would oppreſs ir, and in Schiſms may ſee that the 
Church be providedzyer for all this none may judge the Pope 3 Ne- 
concile rheſe if you can: But herein they are diſagreed among 
themſelves. 

Ia this one ſheer of paper I have not room to mention their ma- 
ny other errors, nor to annex the proofs of all theſe charges But 
I offer my ſelf to make them good to the face of any Papiſt living. 

And new I leave it to the judgment of thoſe that are not willing 


to be deceived, Whether the Roman or the Ref med be the truer ca- 


tholick, and which of them is liter to be ſaved, and in the ſafer way. 
I doubr nor but this Paper will be anſwered by ſome body: Its a bak 
Cauſe indeed that a man of learning can ſay nothing in: But if the 
filly people will be farisfied that its anſwered, without underſtand- 
ing any thing inthe anſwer that (hould ſatisſie a reaſonable man, 
ler them even be deceived, ſecing they chooſe deceit, and let them 
take what they get by it. | 


Juiy 23. 1657. 
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